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Record Wear

O continuing concern to audiaphiles
5 the oft-heand admonilivn pever 0
play o record—or a part of one—twaor
more limes in succession. The theory is
thal the winyl (which is inevilahly de-
formed Lo some degree by the siylus
prossure) requirgs i Trest peried ™ Lo
recover from the troumn of play. 10is
supposed thal without such a rest peri-
oid, permianent injury is mdded to the
femporary insull. To check this, | (] 4
o walk downstaics 10 our gualily-con-
irodl station, where new caclridges com-
ing off the production line gel their final
checkoul om a test dise. Cartridpes are
tested gt b rate exceeding one hundred
per hour, and a lot of records nre used
up in the process. | took & test recand
ihait husd just been discarded after brcing
played ome hundred limes in SUCCeAsion
unal compared it o4 brand-new copy
Excepl for o shght rolloff ai high fre-
guencies and o barely noficenhle degra-

dation of channel separation, the rec-
ard was still okoy. Under the SEM
{Figure 100, the groove-Wear paillerns
appeared absolutely identical to those
found on records receiving wormal use.
Mast long igpd we Wers life-tesling &n
automatic-marmiable  shutofl  mechin-
iam. The tone arm was s2i (o play the
fst buind of the record, lifL, then retarn
tir the beginming of the last band s
phiy it ngwin, and wgain, e The turn-
table went through 80,000 cycles of this
fo prove the reliability of the lone-arm
lift meehanism—and then we suddenly
pealized that we had just pluyed parl of
o pecord B0 times. in sugcessin!
We rushed Lo listen o it and. to our
anmpirement, i achiually soumded betier
fha some of eur lessaplayed records
Looking al the groove umler the
sEM, we could see that the stylus had
produced @ “Toolprint™ on the groose
walls that conformed 1o the shape of
ihe stylis tip, and it geemed thal onoc a
certain amount of wenr had occurred,

ao furiher damage to the groove look
place. 1 estimate that the entire 1est was
also equivalent to approximately 1,040
hours of playing fime for the stylus, But
ihere was hacdly any wear visible on il
although the tracking force wos 15
grams. Mote that there were o gpeecial
precautions aken in rminning this test
amd no use of cleaning agents Or Qrooyve
wbricants. My conclusions from all
this are that, with foday’s phono car-
tridges., recond wear and sound gquality
are the same whether you play the disc
repentedly of one time or weail days be-
pween plavings. Apparently, il yowex-
ereise reasomble care in regard Lo stor-
age and hygiens, and if you are UsIng i
well-designed  stylus assembly  whose
dipmond tip 15 m geod shape, youw
dizcs are nol lkely 1o be domagesd by
the playing process. Phoncgraph rec-
ords, contrary o our fears, arc wnuss-
ally tongh and durable; in general, ihey
are the most “Torgiving'" sownd-stec-
ape medinm we know of a
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